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What Homestay Families say about hosting International Students for LRSD

“Opening our home to an exchange student has been an excellent experience for our entire family.  The program was 
well organized and we felt we had all the information we needed to welcome a student into our home.  Our student has 
been wonderful and while we have helped them to learn about Canadian culture, she has taught us so much about her 
country and culture.  We will have a hard time saying good-bye at the end of the school year as our student has truly 
become one of the family.  We liked the experience and are already planning to bring in a new student.”
/Stephanie

“One of the things we most enjoy about being Homestay Parents is the opportunity to get to know new people as well 
as learn about another country and culture. It is a first-hand opportunity to learn the differences and similarities we all 
share. Our family likes to spend time outside walking, bicycling and working around the yard. Sometimes we even get 
to fly a kite or head for the beach for a swim. Camping in one of our Provincial Parks is also something we like to do 
during the summer months. In the winter, along with reading and playing games, we try to get out tobogganing, 
snowmobiling or maybe even go ice fishing. We are always excited to share these activities with our student if they are 
willing. Being Homestay Parents has enriched our lives as well as the life of our five year old. We believe she will grow 
up appreciating others more, along with having a greater global view and understanding. She is enrolled in a French 
Immersion program and thus far has been exposed to Vietnamese, Korean and Portuguese through our students.”
/Andy & Anna 



What Homestay Families say about hosting International Students for LRSD

“We are writing this letter to send you greetings from Canada. We are a host family working together with the school system. We have had 
the pleasure of hosting a number of students from different parts of the world including Jamaica, Japan, Brazil, Singapore, Indonesia, China, 
and Canada. Our experiences have been unforgettable as well as the students we have hosted. They still remain in touch with us.

We would like to take this opportunity to give you our insight of this program and our personal advice. We know that the program is well 
organized and they take all necessary precautions to find the right families for the students. As for us we made it all possible to make the 
students welcome as part of our family. We make an effort to cook the same style of meals that the students would back home plus the 
new for them Canadian meals, to help with the transition of being in Canada. The comments we receive from them are very positive. Our 
home is humble and we make sure to keep it clean and organized so they feel at home.

As for their participation in the family activities (cooking, outings, board games, table discussions, where we get to share our cultural 
backgrounds, hobbies and much more), having these conversations we have the opportunity to get to know the students better. They are 
also encouraged to participate in house chores which include (cleaning their own dishes, shoveling snow, clipping grass and keeping their 
rooms tidy). We respect their privacy and their own beliefs and that is what we think has been our success with them.

We would like to advise parents when making the decision to send their children abroad to prepare them for what they are about to 
embark, because they need to be ready to experience different culture, different activities and a complete turnaround of life style. As we 
said, if they come prepared mentally it will be easier to adapt for their first few weeks where ever they go.”
/Maria and Celso 



What Homestay Families say about hosting International Students for LRSD

“ For the past 6 years we have had, not the opportunity, but the privilege of being able to participate in the Louis Riel 
School Division International Exchange Program. As “empty nesters” we are excited to be able to open our home and 
offer a meaningful experience for a student from a visiting country. As someone with a Ukrainian background, it gives 
me great pride to share my culture, heritage, and cooking skills with youth from other parts of the world. It allows me 
to practice and teach my traditions. And finally, we love our city and our country…what better way to showcase it? To 
share what we love about our city with young minds from around the world so that they too can appreciate all we as a 
community and as a country have to offer. In February of 2018, we will be hosting our 7th daughter from Japan! We can 
hardly wait to see her face as she experiences Canada for the first time and all we have to offer, including the -40 
temperatures!”
/Kevin and Andrea


